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DETAILED ACTION 

Preliminary Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment filed on June 20, 2006 has been entered. Claim 7 has been 
amended, and claim 10 has been cancelled. Claims 1-9 are pending in this application, with 
claims 1 and 8 being independent claims. 

Priority 

2. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Schramm (WO 
03/077087). 

Regarding claim 1, Schramm discloses a method of controlling a portable user device 
(Fig. 1, 10), the method comprising the steps of: 

- detecting a change of orientation of the portable user device (e.g., when the device is 
detected in a horizontal position shown in Fig. 2, see page 5, lines 12-18), and 
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selecting, upon said detection of the orientation change, at least one command from a 
list of commands (e.g., selecting a PDA mode of operation from a list of modes of 
operation, also see page 5, lines 28-29). 

Regarding claim 2, Schramm discloses the method of claim 1, further comprising a step 
of determining a number of commands in the list, and /or a step of determining an order of the 
commands in the list (e.g., the device has a list of different modes of operation, such as a mobile 
telephone, a PDA, an audio/video player device, page 2, lines 23-27). 

Regarding claim 3, Schramm discloses the method of claim 1, further comprising a step 
of determining a first command (e.g., a first mode of operation is operation as a mobile telephone, 
see page 2, lines 25-26), the first command being one of the commands to be selected first (e.g., 
when the device is detected in the upright position as shown in Fig. 1 , a mobile telephone mode is 
selected from the list first, see page 4, lines 32-33). 

Regarding claim 4, Schramm discloses the method of claim 3, further comprising a step 
of associating the command with a particular orientation of the device (e.g., a mobile telephone 
mode is associated with the upright position of the device, see page 4, lines 32-33), and a step of 
recognizing the particular orientation of the device and the associated command (e.g., when the 
device is detected in a the upright position, it operated a s a mobile telephone). 
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Regarding claim 5, Schramm discloses the method of claim 3, wherein a change of 
location of the portable user device is additionally detected for enabling said selection of the first 
command (e.g., the device is switched to a mode of operation as a mobile telephone when both 
the position and the orientation of the device in space is detected, see Fig. 1 and page 2, lines 28- 
32). 

Regarding claim 6, Schramm discloses the method of claim 1 , further comprising a step 
of determining a direction of the selection from the list (e.g., an audio/video mode is selected 
from the command list when the device is detected moved from a direction in which the device 
is in an upright position as shown in Fig. 1 to a direction in which the device is in an upright 
position on its side as shown in Fig. 3, see page 4, lines 32-33 and page 5, lines 19-21). 

Regarding claim 7, Schramm further discloses the method as claimed in claim 1, wherein 
the predefined command comprises at least one of: 

a command for enabling a corresponding user interface of the portable user device 
(see page 4, lines 28-29); 
- a command for playback of media content (e.g., reproduce audio data stored in the 
device or audio/video data received via the antenna, see page 5, lines 21-25); 
a command for selecting a particular genre of media content; 

a command for receiving signals from a particular content provider (e.g., the portable 
device can be operated as a television for receiving signals form a broadcasting 
station, see page 3, lines 18-19); and 
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a command for selecting a particular signal to be transmitted. 

Regarding claim 8, Schramm discloses a portable user device (see Fig. 1,10) comprising: 

- a detector (e.g., position sensors, page 6, line 25) for detecting a change of orientation of the 
portable user device (e.g., the sensor enables the device to determine its position and orientation 
in space, see Figs. 1, 2 and 3), and 

- control means (e.g., the central processing unit of the device, see page 5, lines 28-29) for 
selecting at least one command from a list of commands (e.g., selecting a PDA mode of 
operation from a list of operation modes comprising a mobile phone, a PDA and an audio/video 
mode, see page 5, lines 5-27), upon said detection of the orientation change (e.g., when the 
device is in a horizontal position with its screen facing upward, see Fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 9, Schramm further discloses the device of claim 8, comprising at least 
one of a portable computer, a remote control, a portable radio receiver, a portable TV receiver, a 
PDA, a mobile phone, or a game console (e.g., the device comprises a mobile telephone and a 
PDA, see page 4, lines 28-29). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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Buxton et al. (US 61 15025) discloses a computer having am orientation sensor for sensing 
position or orientation of the display, wherein the computer controls the user interface elements 
on the display according to the detected orientation changes. 

Lands (US 6201554) discloses a portable display device having a sensor for sensing changes in 
tilt of the display device relative to a reference tilt and placing the display device in one of a 
plurality of modes of operation. 

WO 02/052391 discloses a remote controller provided an orientation detector, wherein the 
remote controller can be switched between its modes of operation as a television remote control 
and a computer input device. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HONG ZHOU whose telephone number is (571)270-5372. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:30 A.M. - 5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Amare Mengistu can be reached on (571)272-7674. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/H. Z. / 

Examiner, Art Unit 2629 

/Amare Mengistu/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2629 



